Transesophageal echocardiography guided placement of a coronary sinus pacing lead.
Cardiac resynchronization therapy for the treatment of medically refractory heart failure requires coronary sinus lead placement for left ventricular pacing. Coronary sinus lead placement is technically difficult with success rates reported between 53% to 98% and implantation times ranging from 90 minutes to 5 hours. We report the use of intraoperative transesophageal echocardiography to guide coronary sinus lead placement when conventional fluoroscopy failed. Transesophageal echocardiography may improve the success rate with coronary sinus lead placement and decrease the operative time required. This should be used with caution, however, as sedation, possible intubation, and esophageal manipulation have potentially morbid consequences in patients with advanced congestive heart failure.